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DIFFICULT LABOURS WITH FATAL CONSEQUENCES IN BOTTLENOSE
DOLPHINS (TURSIOPS TRUNCATUS) FROM THE ADRIATIC SEA

Martina Duras-Gomer¢ic (1), Tomislav Gomer¢i¢ (2), Ana Galov (3), Hrvoje
Lucié (1), Darinka Skrti¢ (1), Snjezana Curkovié (1), Snjezana Vukovié (1),
Hrvoje Gomer¢ic (1)

(1) Department of Anatomy Histology and Embryology, Faculty of Veterinary
Medicine, University of Zagreb

(2) Department of Biology, Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, University of Zagreb
(3) Division of Biology, Faculty of Science, University of Zagreb

“B martina.gomercic@vef.hr

Difficult labour (dystocia) has an important role in human and veterinary
obstetrics and often requires an assisted delivery to prevent complications, both
in the mother and the newborn. Its main causes are abnormal fetal positions,
fetal abnormalities, and disorders in the form and function of the reproductive
tract of the mother. In animals in the wild difficult labours proceed unassisted and
they can end fatal for the fetus, mother or both. As part of a long-term project to
investigate marine mammal strandings, 139 bottlenose dolphin (Tursiops
truncatus) carcasses found in the Croatian part of the Adriatic Sea were
examined from October 1990 to November 2009. In five cases we observed
dystocia with fatal consequences. The age of the females ranged from 6 to 22
years. The causes of dystocia were abnormal fetal positions (dolphin No. 8 and
159) and a fetal congenital abnormality (dolphin No. 183). In two dolphins the
cause of dystocia could not be observed but there were evidences of a difficult
labour in form of a prolapsed uterus (dolphin No. 17) and prolapsed vagina and
urinary bladder (dolphin No. 35). The bottlenose dolphin is the only resident
marine mammal species in the Adriatic Sea, with an estimated number of around
200 adult individuals and around 20 cubs living in the Croatian area. It is
estimated that between 15 and 20 bottlenose dolphin births occur there annually,
so the estimated total number of births since 1990 is between 270 and 360. This
means that dystocia with fatal consequences appears in between 1.4% to 1.9%
of all births in the bottlenose dolphin from the Croatian part of the Adriatic.

269


mailto:martina.gomercic@vef.hr

EUROp,

e

4\'3/00s wad

Stralsund
2010

&
S
[~
w
(¥
=
o
<

",
J’A

ABSTRACT BOOK

24t CONFERENCE OF THE

EUROPEAN CETACEAN SOCIETY
MARINE MAMMAL POPULATIONS:

CHALLENGES FOR CONSERVATION

IN THE NEXT DECADE
2204 — 24" MARCH 2010, STRALSUND/GERMANY

A —
Deutsches P

Meeresmuseum
Stralsund



Abstract book: 24™ Annual Conference of the European Cetacean Society:
Organizing Committee

Cover photo: Harald Benke, German Oceanographic Museum

Designed by: Thomas Korth, OZEANEUM

Edited by: Ursula Verfu3, Sylvia Osterrieder, Cecile Vincent, Martin Jabbusch,
Anja Gallus, Johann Subklew, Stefan Brager, Anja Brandecker, Michael Dahne,
Stefanie GroRer, Frederike Hanke, Wolf Hanke, Anne Herrmann, Kathrin Kriigel,
Tina Meyer, Sabine Miiller, Janne Sundermeyer, Lyuba Zehl

Printed by: Federal Maritime & Hydrographic Agency, Rostock



